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Ministry of Women, Youth and Children Affairs - NUG

Child Protection Policy

1. Background and Purpose

The National Unity Government of Myanmar (NUG), the legitimate government of
Myanmar was formed in response to the Coup d'état that occurred on 1 February 2021.
The cabinet includes lawmakers elected in the 2020 election, members of ethnic groups,
civil society and key figures in the anti-coup protest. The Ministry of Women, Youth and
Children Affairs is at the forefront of history as the first ministry in Myanmar created to

respond to the needs and challenges of vulnerable populations of Myanmar.

This Child Protection Polity has been developed after many consultations, meetings and
discussions with the technical support of many groups and individual and it seeks to
contribute to the protection and promotion of the rights of children in Myanmar by
providing social health and social welfare services to them and puts forward plans and

policies to help the Ministry achieve its objectives. The priorities of the ministry are:

- To protect women, youth, and children from human rights violations, and to ensure

their enjoyment of human rights throughout this period of transition.
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- To provide for the safety, basic needs and survival of women, youth, and children.
- To promote women, youth, and children’s meaningful participation in the building

of a federal democratic nation.

Children are our future and hope. The Ministry of Women, Youth and Children
believes that this Child Protection Policy can provide direction, guidance, and a positive
future for the children of Myanmar. Despite the terrible conditions faced by our people
and the impact that the ongoing oppression and violence of the military junta has had on
the most vulnerable in our society, we believe that the children of Myanmar will be

victorious and realise our visions of a free, peaceful, democratic country.

This child protection policy outlines the expectations of Ministry of Women,
Youth and Children Affairs — NUG (and associates) to ensure children encountered

during operations, are protected from abuse and otherwise harmful situations.
2. Responsibilities

All Ministry of Women, Youth and Children Affairs - NUG representatives are
responsible for ensuring that they are aware of and adhere to the policy. This includes

MoWYCA staff, partners, consultants, interns and volunteers.
3. Policy

3.1 Whosoever work directly with children (a child is defined as anyone under 18 years of
age) MoWYCA staff, partners, consultants, interns and volunteers are expected to report
any incidence that they witness or suspect that a child has been the victim of exploitation,

abuse or neglect.

3.2 All MoWYCA member and representatives must treat children with respect and must
never be involved in any incidents of child abuse and exploitation, including sexual
exploitation, or any circumstances which shame, degrade or victimize children. When
making images of children e.g. photographs, videos, staff will ensure that they are

respectful, that the children are adequately clothed and that sexually suggestive poses
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are avoided. Images used publicly must have the consent of both the child and his/her

parents/guardian.

3.3 Any abuse or exploitation of children is an offense of gross misconduct which may
lead to dismissal and any allegations made against them will be investigated under the
MoWYCA disciplinary procedures. MoWYCA may also refer the case for criminal

investigation and prosecution by the appropriate authorities.

3.4 Child safeguarding/protection training will be available and delivered to all staff,
representatives and relevant staff of partners. Training will include a review of the Child
Protection Policy, guidance on promoting a culture where children’s rights are observed,
how to identify potential harm to children, and how to report allegations and suspicions

of abuse.

3.5 MoWYCA receiving funds or budgets from government and donors with relevant

requirements must comply with those child safeguarding/protection requirements.

3.6 All MoWYCA agreements must include language about safe recruiting, reporting
suspected or known policy violations, and conducting risk assessments to ensure the

safety of children during its programming activities.

3.7 MoWYCA Staff responding to allegations of child abuse, including sexual exploitation
an abuse, must be trained and guided by the highest standards and practices within the
sector to promote healthy reactions to the affected child(ren) and reduce the probability

of creating or compounding harm.

3.8 The best interests and safety of the child(ren) and witnesses must be paramount to
any response undertaken in order to protect their safety, physical and psychological
health and welfare, and to respect their rights to confidentiality, equality and access to

justice.

3.8 MoWYCA staff are required to cooperate and participate in any internal or external

investigation and maintain the appropriate levels of confidentiality. Failure to avail
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oneself, destruction or withholding evidence, or refusal to cooperate with the

investigation, will result in disciplinary action, up to and including termination.
Procedure and Code of Conduct

All staff members, representatives of the Ministry and our partners must demonstrate the
highest standards of behavior conduct towards children both in private and professional
lives. The staff members have responsibility to understand and promote the child
safeguarding system, procedures and code of conduct. They must do all that they can to
prevent, report and respond immediately to any child safequarding concerns. The staff

members ensure that

» Any incidents of harm or risk of harm to children will directly reported to
the Ministry

= Any individuals with access to children will have a current clean background
check of offense against of children

» The child safeguarding obligations will be communicated to, and
acknowledge by all staff members from the Ministry and partners

» The staff members are careful about perception and appearance in their
language, actions, and relationships with children

= The staff members ensure that all physical and online contact with children
is appropriate in the local culture

» The staff members use positive, non-violence methods to manage children’s
behavior

» The staff members accept responsibilities for personal behaviors and
actions as a representative of the Ministry

» Immediately report through established reporting mechanism any known
or suspected safeguarding incident or breach of this policy by the Ministry
staff
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» Children who are the primary beneficiaries of the subjects of the text,
photos, and/or video resource gathering by the Ministry must provide
consent. If primary subject is a child, written consent is also collected from
the parent, guardian, or legally required entity or individual.

= The ministry is required to investigate and respond to reports of child abuse
in child programming works in different organizations and partners in ways
which are consistent with local law.

» The Ministry provides information on how to report child abuse, sexual
exploitation and abuse, or other breaches of behaviors protocols by the

staff.
Conclusion

The ministry is focusing the child protection policy, emphasizes the unique vulnerabilities
and special protection requirements for children. Especially, the importance of preventing
sexual exploitation and abuse, in particular, among the other forms of children
beneficiaries. The high standards of safeguarding system must be applied across of the

Ministry's programs, staff members and volunteers including our implementing partners.

The system (policy) covers all forms of child abuse, which are sexual abuse, physical abuse,
emotional abuse, neglect, and exploitation. The Ministry has a Zero tolerance to child
abuse and sexual exploitation of children by our staff, volunteers and those who represent

on behalf of the ministry.

The ministry works to empower children as a citizen and participate their well-being, and
to minimize any risk of harm or negative consequences resulting from participating in
activities promoted by ministry. Child participation activities are designed and
implemented to adhere to principles and ethnics which keep the best interest of the

children as the priority.
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CHILD SAFEGUARDING/POLICY ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

I acknowledge that I have been provided with and have reviewed Ministry of Women,
Youth and Children Affairs Policy & Procedures on Child Protection Policy with the

effective date Of ..ot e

I agree to comply with all aspects of the Policy & Procedures, and I understand that my
ongoing compliance with the Policy & Procedures is a condition required for my
participation, implementation and any visits to program sites or any other Ministry of

Women, Youth and Children Affairs activities.

This Child Safeguarding/Protection Acknowledgement shall have effect for a period of

two (2) years from
the date on which it has been signed as indicated below.

Signature:

Name;

Location:

Date:

Approved by — Minister, Ministry of Women, Youth and Children Affairs — NUG

Date — December, 2021
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